Harry Max Cogswell
January 17, 1926 - July 27, 2020

Donations, in lieu of flowers, may be directed to OSU Athletics by visiting the following
link:
http://Osu.edu/giving/support-your-passion/athletics.html

Harry Max Cogswell, 94, of Marietta, Ohio, died Monday, July 27, 2020, surrounded by his
loving family. He was born on January 17, 1926 in Marietta, Ohio, to Benjamin Raymond
and Linney Maude Caskin Cogswell.
Harry was a 1950 graduate of The Ohio State University, receiving his B.S. in Agriculture.
He served his country in the U. S. Navy during WWII. Harry was the founder and
President of Apex Feed & Supply, Inc, beginning in 1952.
Harry was very active with many community groups over the years, First Congregational
Church, Washington State Community College Board of Trustees (Chairman and Vice
Chairman), Rotary International (President and Paul Harris Fellow), Washington County
Fair Board, Ohio Fair Managers Board of Directors, Dime Bank Trustee, Supervisor of
Washington County Soil and Water Service, American Banc Corp, (Director and Trustee),
The Ohio State University Extension Service Advisory Committee, representing 16
southeastern counties, Marietta Memorial Hospital Board of Directors, Glenwood
Retirement Community Chairman, Marietta Memorial Past Chairman of House Committee,
The Ohio State University Buckeye Club, Signa Nu Fraternity and two time chairman of
Marietta School Levy Financial Campaign.
With all of his involvements came many awards and achievements, 2002 Chamber of
Commerce Businessman of the Year, 1977 Agricultural Person of the Year, High School
All American in the 440-yard dash, and State Champion in 1944, elected Bucket and
Dipper Junior Men Honorary, President of the Varsity "O" Club (The Ohio State
University), four time member of the Western Conference All Star Track Team (Captain in

1950), Western Conference Champion in the 440-yard dash in 1948, The Ohio State
University indoor record holder, 3rd fastest time in the 440-yard dash ever at the Ohio
State University at the time, 1948 Big Ten Champion in the 440-yard dash, All Big Ten for
four years, 1947-1950, relay team member at The Ohio State University, U. S. Navy Great
Lakes Track Team and the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame 2000, and Honorary
Board Member in 2014, and Marietta High School Hall of Fame.
He is survived by three sons, Benjamin Reps Cogswell (Melissa) of Lowell, Ohio, Daniel
Linn Cogswell of Marietta, and Russell Paul Cogswell (Traci) of Marietta; five
grandchildren, Harry Wilson, Max Chancellor, Brandon Russell, Whitney Allison Dobek,
Russell Heath; great grandchildren, Rory and Cora Dobek, Maddie, Lincoln and Graham
Cogswell; and many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Anne Chancellor Cogswell, whom he married on
August 24, 1949; sisters, Virginia Boord and Ruth Dake; and brother, Clifford Cogswell.
Friends will be received Friday from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. at the Marietta Chapel of
Cawley & Peoples Funeral Home. Due to COVID-19, safety precautions will be taken, with
that in mind, the 6-foot rule will be honored and all guests are required to wear a mask.
For the safety of everyone, we politely ask that visitors do not linger at the funeral home
after seeing Harry's family.
Funeral services, with same precautions, will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 1,
2020, at the Marietta Chapel of Cawley & Peoples Funeral Home with Melody Hoskinson
officiating. Burial will follow in Oak Grove Cemetery in Marietta.
His family would like to thank all of his loving caregivers over the years, for the special
care they provided to Harry.
Cawley & Peoples Funeral Home is honored to serve Harry's family and offers online
condolences and many other resources by visiting their website, CawleyandPeoples.com.

Comments

“

I got to know Harry because he was a longtime trustee on the boards of Marietta
Memorial Hospital and Glenwood. He was truly one of the good guys: reliable,
generous, friendly, knowlegeable. I was new to Marietta when I met him, and he
became a perfect example to me of the best of our community. He was a fine friend
and a wonderful mentor. I was fortunate to know him.
Jacky Miner, Dir., Marietta Memorial Health Foundation (ret)

Jacky Miner - August 05, 2020 at 10:06 AM

“

Pat Thorniley-A remarkable man and good friend to my dad and mom David and
Eltheda Thorniley. Please take comfort in knowing that he was loved by so many
people. He will be missed but not forgotten.

Pat Thorniley - August 03, 2020 at 08:25 PM

“

My sincere condolences and prayers to the family, especially to Russ, Ben, and Dan.
Your Dad was certainly an icon and well beloved in the community. I know my
parents thought highly of him and made many a trip to Apex. Y'all are a tribute to his
legacy.
Steve and Cindy Carr

Steve Carr - August 01, 2020 at 05:43 PM

“

Dear family of Harry Cogswell...I am sorry for your loss, but I celebrate with you a life
well lived for a blessedly long time. Certainly, Harry was a role model and an
inspiration to so many, in terms of community service and leadership. Harry was on
the Advisory Committee for OSU Extension when I was interviewed and hired for the
position of Extension Educator, Family and Consumer Sciences. Our friendship grew
from there during the next 35 years of his support and encouragement for OSU
Extension, thru serving on the Extension Advisory Committee and being involved
with the county fair. I can't think of anyone who treated me more kindly. He was
always such a gentleman, and when I would visit the store, he would serve me and
help me with equal kindness and expertise. His smile was contagious, surpassed
only by his heart and his energy. He was a gem. His impact will be known for endless
years to come and he leaves an amazing legacy. I send my condolences to you, but
again, I celebrate with you...
Kathryn Chenoweth Dodrill

Kathryn Chenoweth Dodrill - August 01, 2020 at 09:55 AM

“

Ben , Russ , and the entire Cogswell family I am truly saddened to hear the recent
loss of your father and would like to express my sincere condolences .He was a
tremendous role model to all and a wonderful leader and community member his
entire life . Marietta was lucky to have him and he will be missed . I know your Mom
will welcome him with open arms .Rest in piece my friend

Kirk Hardman - August 01, 2020 at 12:13 AM

“

To the family of Harry Cogswell...We are sorry to hear of the passing of Harry. Our
father Tom Martin had always spoke so fondly of him and always enjoyed his
company. Please know that we are sending you all our thoughts and prayers during
this difficult time. God bless! Guy and Marian (Martin) Davis

Marian Davis - July 31, 2020 at 03:21 PM

“

Dan, Ben, Russ and family,
Sincere condolences to all of you for your loss. Lots of good memories of talking with
Harry at Broughton's at lunchtime. He seemed always to have a smile and a friendly
word. I always enjoyed both him and your Mom. My thoughts and prayers are with
you.

Tom Brown - July 31, 2020 at 02:03 PM

“

Ben, Danny, and Rusty my deepest condolences. Your father was loved and admired
by so many people. My mother always said that he was the perfect gentleman. I
hope you find comfort in your memories. It brings a smile to my face when I think of
your beautiful family.

Jill Huffman - July 30, 2020 at 02:35 PM

“

Ben, Dan, Russ and Families, My sincere sympathy to you. I remember your Dad
being funny, kind, friendly and sincere. May your memories bring you lasting
laughter, love and peace.
Diana Kendle Lawrence

Diana Lawrence - July 29, 2020 at 09:08 PM

“

Please accept my sincere condolences. Harry was an inspiration to the MOV. He
was a good father and raise 3 men that have learned from one of the greats.
Through them Harry will be forever remembered.

Kevin Welch - July 29, 2020 at 08:59 PM

“

Russ and family,
May you find peace at this time of loss. Harry was a great man. Love and peace
Glenna

Glenna Baker - July 29, 2020 at 06:03 PM

“

What a great man. Another one of the greatest generation is gone.

Jack Brum - July 29, 2020 at 03:37 PM

“

Condolences to the Cogswell Family. This man will forever be in my heart
my employer, friend and my family. Prayers and love to his family.

He was

Karen - July 29, 2020 at 09:04 AM

“

Prayers for the family during this time. Harry was an amazing guy who was always
full of spunk!

Sheila Ickes - July 29, 2020 at 08:17 AM

“

May the love of God surround you and your family during this difficult time,
May you come to know that the love of God is with you always,
May your memories of Harry Max Cogswell, give you peace, comfort and strength...
Rest now in the arms of our Lord your mission on earth is complete.
I thank you for your service to our Country and my Freedom. You will not be
forgotten.
My thoughts
and prayers to the family of ....
US Navy Veteran, Harry Max Cogswell, is "A True American Hero" God Bless†
† Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
John 15:13 †

Cheryl J Skinner, Tri-State Military Museum - July 29, 2020 at 03:42 AM

“

Prayers to the family. My grandfather Paul Heiner used to sell feed for Apex many
years ago. Regards, Phil Welch

Phil Welch - July 28, 2020 at 09:37 PM

“

Peace to the family, one in those special people we come across in life. always
supported me in sports and I love the many conversations. Even in my later years he
alway had time for A word or two. RIP my friend.

Art Leister - July 28, 2020 at 08:26 PM

