Joy Diane Harra
October 1, 1976 - March 21, 2020

Joy Diane Harra, 43, of Watertown, Ohio, died Saturday, March 22, 2020. Born October 1,
1976 at O'Blenness Hospital, Athens, OH. She is the daughter of Rev. John W. Harra and
Rose Canaday Harra, and she was blessed with twin girls who were her greatest joy. She
lived and breathed for them and loved them with her whole heart.
Joy was a graduate of Lancaster High School Class of 1995. She was a member of the
"Singing Gales" musical group. She had an amazing voice and loved to sing. Joy was a
fire fighter and paramedic for over 20yrs, serving with Greenfield Fire Dept and several
private ambulance services in and around the Columbus area until an accident involving
her ambulance forced her to quit. Joy was employed as a medic in the ER Dept's of Grant,
OSU, Children's Hospitals, the University of Cincinnati medical center and Marietta
Memorial Hospital. Serving and helping was her greatest desire. Joy had a servant's heart
and was loved by many. One of her greatest joys was working with the Red Cross at the
Superdome in New Orleans, Louisiana during the Hurricane Katrina crisis. Most recently
she was employed as a personal care giver and at Dollar General in Watertown. She
loved her children and family with great passion and wished nothing but the very best for
all of them.
She is survived by her precious daughters Abby Mae and Emma Rose Chaffin, her
parents and siblings, twin brother, John R. Harra (Holly), sisters Patricia Largent and
Deanna (Mark) Kehl, nephews Andrew Harra-Baker, Noah Harra, John R. Harra Jr, Parker
and Zackson Kehl and Ryder Largent, nieces Keely Harra and Isabella Kehl, aunts
Belinda Murphy, Valerie Tuten and Carol Harra, uncles Marcus (Cheryl) Canaday, John
(Jane) Canaday, and Ron (Vera) Harra and twelve first cousins, and countless friends.
She was preceded in death by her grandparents Roy E. and Edna Canaday McInturf,
Johnnie W. and Lena Harra, and a nephew Zachary E. Harra-Baker.
Fly High our "Joy to the World."

Abiding with government recommendations for social distancing during the COVID-19
Pandemic, private family services will be held through the Barlow Chapel of Cawley &
Peoples Funeral Home. Burial will be in Watertown Cemetery.
Cawley & Peoples is honored to serve Joy's family and offers online condolences and
many other resources by visiting their website, CawleyandPeoples.com. This is a great
way to share your support to the Harra family at this time.

Comments

“

Joy's family, My heart hurts for your loss as Joy was such a gift! She used to help me
with labs and in class as I was just a first year teacher at Lancaster her senior year.
She was always fun and sweet and we shared many laughs. I'm so sorry for your
loss. Marci Truex

Marci Truex - May 19, 2020 at 06:40 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to your family for your loss. Prayers for you all.

Barbara Wainwright - April 02, 2020 at 02:57 PM

“

Dear John and Rose,
We are so sad to hear of your terrible loss. Our hearts break for you. We know there
is no condolence that can take away your pain, except for one - Jesus Christ. We
thank God that Christ has died and risen again, so that we too can live again. That is
what Easter is all about, and it is what the faith we proclaim is all about. We can only
guess how tightly you cling to the knowledge that Joy is not dead. She is only
temporarily separated from you. There is the grandest reunion ever in our future, and
together there with Christ we will all live in eternal joy.
God bless you and keep you,
Barbara and Bob Ingram

Barbara and Bob Ingram - March 31, 2020 at 09:27 PM

“

I am very sorry to hear of the passing of such a sweet soul. My prayers go out to
John, Rose, and her children. May God surround your minds with His comfort and
peace.

Jesse Blevins - March 29, 2020 at 02:47 PM

“

We were so very sorry to hear of this! What a true Joy she must have been to you.. A
great reunion awaits. We are praying that our Savior lets you feel his love in a special
way even in the face of this pain.

David W Wagner - March 27, 2020 at 04:45 PM

“

Earl & Gayla Rexroad
We were shocked to hear about Joy. Sorry about your loss. It is hard to lose a love
one. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

Gayla Rexroad - March 25, 2020 at 01:48 PM

“

I treasure the memories of Joy singing with our Children's Choir at Sixth Ave. UMC.
She was Kat's sister-friend, a beautiful soul and will be sorely missed. We are
holding your family in our hearts and lifting you in prayer.
Joyce Smith and Kat Harrison

Karlen Smith - March 25, 2020 at 12:10 PM

“

Vonda and I were shocked when we received the news of Joy's passing. We were
blessed each time she would sing in church. (what a voice!) Our prayers are with you
John & Rose and family. Sam & Vonda Strawn

Sam & Vonda Strawn - March 25, 2020 at 08:47 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Our Thoughts and Prayers are with you.

The McCauley Family - March 24, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

John and Rose we feel your pain as you know we've lost two. We pray peace in your
hearts as you walk through these next months of sorrow. I believe if we were to feel
all of the pain at one time, it would take us out and your family will need you to guide
them in their recovery, especially the twin girls. Eva wants them to know how sorry
she is for their loss and that she is praying for them. Remember we never get over
the loss but we do get through it. If you need anything especially to talk in the future,
please don't hesitate to contact us. 740-749-3242 and 740-336-0639. i can only text
on my cell. lots of love and Prayers. Ron and Dixie Coleman. Eva too.

Dixie Dee Coleman - March 24, 2020 at 12:54 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy. Talking with Joy, at Dollar General, in Watertown , just a few
weeks ago, was truly a blessing and delight. No one was waiting behind us in the
check out line and we had such a "awe" moment with Joy. Talking about our faith and
church's. She shared such a wonderful tribute to her parents and especially to her
father. Sharing how he delivers such wonderful messages in his sermons and love
for the Lord. So impressed with Joys compassion of love and sharing. May God
provide your family with strength and comfort, during this difficult time.
Nancy and Doug Mercer, Waterford

Nancy and Doug Mercer - March 24, 2020 at 06:07 AM

“

John and Rose,
It was with great sadness that we learned of the passing of your precious daughter.
Please know that we are praying for you during this time of great personal pain. May
God surround you with comfort and strength during these difficult days.
"The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms. - Deut
33:27

Frank and Keral Fell - March 23, 2020 at 07:24 PM

“

My condolences to the Harra family who has always been like my extended family.
Joy will be so missed but I will always cherish the memories of this exceptional
woman! Hugs to the entire family and please know that you are in my thoughts and
prayers.

katherine a harrison - March 23, 2020 at 06:54 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to all of you. I can not imagine your pain. I am so very sorry for
your loss, will keep you all in our prayers.
Diane & Chris Frye

Diane Frye - March 23, 2020 at 06:50 PM

“

Pastor John, Rose and family,
I am so very sorry to hear of your heartbreak with the passing of Joy. I remember
visiting her at Grant Hospital when she was on bed rest for the twins and how upbeat
and happy she was while waiting for her girls to be born. Please know you are all in
my prayers at this sad time. In His love, Emily (S) Miller, formerly of Neal Ave UMC

Emily Miller - March 23, 2020 at 03:42 PM

“

John and Rose,
May God have mercy on you and may the richness of the promises of his word be a
reality for you at this moment. His presence is promised and precious. Prayers for
you and yours.
Karl Kesselring

Karl Kesselring - March 23, 2020 at 02:55 PM

“

To the family of Joy Harra. I am so very sorry for your loss. I am praying for you and
sending condolences. May God be your great comfort in the days ahead.
Sandy (Baker) Duskey

Sandy Duskey - March 23, 2020 at 12:52 PM

“

John and family so sorry to hear about the loss of your daughter..my prayers are with
you...Sincerely, Karla Brownrigg

Karla Brownrigg - March 23, 2020 at 12:37 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of your sudden loss. We send our deepest sympathy to the
families. Mike&Mary Harra Families.

Mary Harra - March 23, 2020 at 11:56 AM

“

I am very blessed to have met such a kind hearted person. I will forever remember
the thoughtful words and encouragement she gave to my staff and I. When she
spoke of her daughters you could see her eyes light up, the beautiful smile across
her face, and you knew she loved them so much. She was so very proud of them
too. My heartfelt sympathies to the family.

Brandee Nau - March 23, 2020 at 11:50 AM

“

What a true blessing and "joy" Joy was. Such a sweet spirit and love for others. My
deepest sympathies and prayers to you all.
Tim Keen

Tim Keen - March 23, 2020 at 10:02 AM

“

Pastor John & Rose,
My thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time. May your Angel rest in
peace.
Dennis Kouts
Lewisburg OH

Dennis Kouts - March 23, 2020 at 09:29 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to you as you feel this loss. Joy (and John) and I were great
friends at camp Connections as teenagers growing up. We had many laughs and
some tears and a strong bond. I deeply regret not having kept in closer touch with
both of them. My heartfelt prayers go out to you all and if it were not for the health
precautions set in place I would have made every effort to give you my condolences
in person. My heart is sad today but also happy for remembering Joy in my life! Johnit's been so many years but I think about camp so much. If ever you'd like to catch up
or reminisce- let me know. Markmollylotz@hotmail.com!

Molly Lotz - March 23, 2020 at 07:37 AM

“

My sincerest condolences to your family and Emma & Abby! You were always so
kind and thoughtful. My girls and I will miss you so.
Billy, Jess, and The Lee Ladies

Jessica Lee - March 22, 2020 at 09:12 PM

“

Joy you will be missed by many, love and prayers for those that are left to mourn.
Love your cousin Sarah Mamie Lyons White

Sarah White - March 22, 2020 at 08:25 PM

“

We offer our sincere condolences to the Harra family. We are so sorry for your loss
and you will be in our prayers. May the Lord bless.
Edwin and Linda Hayes

Edwin Hayes - March 22, 2020 at 07:54 PM

