Leonard Collins Wholey
January 6, 1923 - February 16, 2012

Leonard Collins "Len" Wholey, 89, of Marietta, OH and Englewood, FL, died Thursday,
February 16, 2012, at The Pines. He was born January 6, 1923 in Dracut, MA to Matthew
and Mary Helena Fenlon Wholey. He was a World War II veteran, serving in the Army Air
Corps. He started working for General Electric after graduation from high school, then was
in executive leadership with them. Following that, he served as President of Hitachi Metals
Corp., in North America, retiring in 1984. Len devoted his time after retirement to the
Loveland Charity in Florida, where he was President of the Board. He enjoyed golfing and
driving cross country. Len was a loving husband of 65 years and father of two daughters.
Surviving are his wife, Margaret "Peg" Flannigan Wholey, brother, Kevin Wholey (June) of
Englewood, FL, sister, Janet Mulligan (Jimmy) of Lowell, MA, four grandchildren, Melissa
Young, Mark Young (Bridget), Margaret Boersma (Ben) and Gordon McCarthy (Wendy),
seven great grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by
his two daughters, Kathleen Beyer and Karen Herrick. There will be a memorial mass held
at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, February 20, 2012, at St. Mary Catholic Church in Marietta, with
the Rev. Msgr. John Michael Campbell as celebrant. The Marietta Chapel of Cawley &
Peoples is assisting the family with his cremation arrangements. Donations may be made
to Home Nursing and Hospice, 210 N. Seventh St., Suite 400, Marietta, OH 45750.

Comments

“

Dear Aunt Peggy,
I will always remember Uncle Lenny. He had a larger than life presence; swooping
into Dracut, turning our ordinary summer time gatherings into events that seemed
very electric. The effect he had on my Dad, Uncle Kevin, Aunt Lena, Janet and
Miriam and all the families was energizing. He was the big brother they all looked up
to. In fact, he was a very down to earth man that we all looked up to.
We are all sorry for your loss but happy to have shared the wonderful times we did
have. These are ours forever.
Love,
Marylee

Mary Lee Wholey - February 23, 2012 at 09:46 PM

“

Dear Aunt Peg,
How lucky we all were to have had Uncle Lenny in our lives! He was a wonderful role
model, living life to the fullest and exuding enthusiasm in all he did!
Uncle Lenny could draw a person into a conversation in such a way that you felt as
though you were the most important one in the room.
And, oh that laugh, as he coaxed a funny story out of someone and then followed
with one of his own, still laughing.
I have many fond memories of you and Uncle Lenny and will cherish those memories
of the happy times that we spent together.
My family and I send you and your family peace and prayers.
Love,
Gerry, Anne, and Jason Fennessey

Anne (Wholey) Fennessey - February 21, 2012 at 11:31 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of his passing, and my thoughts are with everyone back in New
England.
-Dan

Daniel Mynick - February 21, 2012 at 04:30 AM

“

Dear Aunt Peggy,
Uncle Lenny's passing leaves wonderful memories that time will never erase.
I mostly remember family visits when all of our families did nothing very special, but
had a blast doing it anyway- throwing a ball around, sitting around talking, a gettogether after another (there were many) Christening. My favorite Uncle Lenny
memory was one evening at a cottage at some nearby lake-must have been summer
of 1960 since the twins weren't born- with all (at that time 8 )the John Wholeys, and
all of the Lenny Wholeys-- you and Kathy and Karen and Uncle Lenny-- all crammed
into that tiny living room with minimal lighting , a fireplace, terrible flowered curtain
and floor to ceiling knotty pine-- laughing, playing cards and Monopoly and eating a
"cook out" indoors because it was raining so hard. Uncle Lenny made us all laugh
because one of us (I think it was me) got mixed up during a round of a game and
called Uncle Lenny "Uncle Peggy". And for the rest of the evening he insisted on
calling himself Uncle Peggy and calling you Aunt Lenny. Somehow, Uncle Lenny
made everything fun and funny. But also, he was very kind, and cheered on both the
winners and the ones trying to catch up. And what a driver! Has anyone ever thought
to calculate the number of miles Uncle Lenny put in behind the wheel? Back and
forth to Lowell & Dracut from Ohio, Michigan, Florida and beyond too many times to
count! (This must be a Wholey thing, as it was nothing for my Dad to "swing by
Lenny and Peg's" in Michigan driving from Dracut to Wisconsin in 1980; I know Uncle
Kevin is just the same way.) But most of all I remember Uncle Lenny's smile. He
shared his Wholey smile all the time, good times and even after the saddest times.
My Dad mentioned Lenny so many times in his later years, talking about growing up
in Dracut, about Lenny getting his start at GE because there was a contest and
Lenny entered the winning idea, which translated into the best prize of all-- a good
job. My Dad was so proud of his brother Lenny, and his affection for him was very
strong. Right now I'm thinking of you, and a headstone in Ireland that says: "Death
leaves a heartache time cannot heal, but Love leaves a memory time cannot steal."
My deepest sympathy for you, Aunt Peggy, and all the family.
Love, Alison

Alison Wholey - February 20, 2012 at 10:34 PM

“

It's so difficult to express thoughts about Lennie's passing because he was so special
to me from the time we were little kids through joys and sadness. As children we
performed in Mary Maloof's recitals and had many happy times dancing at " the lake"
and performing in shows at Harmony Hall. I was very proud of all his
accomplishments. He was a wonderful brother and a dear friend. I will miss him very
much. My heart goes out to Peg and his grandchildren. Love, Janet

Janet Wholey Mulligan - February 20, 2012 at 08:25 PM

“

My father once told me that what truly matters in the end is the example you set.
Lenny was truly an example of how to lead your life. A person that could instantly
make you feel comfortable but also a man who was driven to use the gifts that God
gave him, and do the most with them. A great brother to my Dad, a devoted
husband, and a loving father.
Not exaclty sure how to define class but I know it when I see it and Lenny had class.
We will miss you.

Kevin and Jeannie Wholey - February 19, 2012 at 07:10 PM

“

Dear Aunt Peg and grandchildren,
We were so sad to hear of Uncle Leni's passing. He was truly an exceptional human
being, a great uncle, and a rare breed of a man.
His kidness and strength were an inspiration to all who knew him. I will always
remeber Uncle Leni with a smile on his face and wisdom in his eyes.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your grandchildren in this difficult time,
Love-- Shelagh, Keith and family

shelagh wholey galvin - February 19, 2012 at 04:15 PM

“

Dear Peg,
We are saddened but joyful at Len's passing. Saddened because we have lost a
great brother and joyful because we know he has gone to a better place. The
memories we share of that little town we call Collinsville MA are priceless and will live
in our hearts forever. The help and advice Len gave us as we transitioned from full
time jobs to retirement in Florida will never be forgotten. The Christmases we shared
in Florida were the highlights of our winters. Len lived a life of remarkable
accomplishments. He earned a place in heaven and we hope we will be together with
him there.
Love,
Kevin and June Wholey

Kevin and June Wholey - February 18, 2012 at 09:06 PM

“

Dear Aunt Peg,
Sending sincere sympathy on the passing of Uncle Lennie.
We will all remember him for the happy times you both spent with us.
Susan and family

Susan Mulligan - February 18, 2012 at 02:46 PM

“

Dear Aunt Peg,
We were so sorry to hear about Uncle Lennie's passing. He was truly a bright light in
this family. I remember the family get togethers in the summer and how much fun
they were. And how fortunate we were to celebrate your 50th weddding anniversary
thanks to you and Uncle Lennie. My Mom and I were remembering some of the great
times we all shared with him. She especially enjoyed "card night." Please know Aunt
Peg, Melissa, Mark, Margie, Gordy and family that you are in our hearts and prayers.
All our Love,
Martha and Blake.

Martha and Blake Chichester - February 18, 2012 at 11:04 AM

“

Dear Peg,
Len's warm smile and genuine friendship and love will always remain in our hearts.
You and Len are foremost in our thoughts and prayers. We are so very thankful for
the wonderful memories we have of your visits over the years.
All our love to you, Gordy, Margie, Melissa and Mark.
Mary Anne and Nathan

Mary Anne and Nathan Ives - February 18, 2012 at 10:44 AM

“

A light went out in the world on Wednesday when Len passed... What a marvelous
man he was! Len was everyone's favorite brother and uncle, because he made each
one of us feel so special. Memories of him are woven into my whole life. When we
were kids, summer would start when Len, Peg, Karen and Kathy would arrive to go
to the beach on Memorial Day weekend! I remember endless cutthroat (penny and
nickel) poker games at our kitchen table during their visits and lobsters crawling on
the floor at the Plaice Cove cottage during one memorable visit! Going for a ride in
his newest car to get ice cream was a favorite treat. In Lowell, Len would go out on
Sunday mornings to pick up a huge tray of donuts at Eat-A-Donut which was an
amazing treat for us! We had some wonderful family vacations, visiting Len and Peg
in New Jersey, Skaneateles, Michigan, and Florida! He so loved Hampton Beach and
treasured every visit here to visit family. Len thoroughly enjoyed sharing family
history and stories with me. I'm so very sorry for your loss, Peg, Melissa, Mark,
Gordy and Margie. Thank you for sharing this wonderful man with us! Deb Smith

Deb Smith - February 18, 2012 at 08:28 AM

“

Dear Aunt Peggy, Gordy, Mark, Melissa, Margie and all of your family members,
Please accept our deepest sympathy for the loss of Uncle Lennie. An incredible man
who made each of his nieces and nephews feel special with his warm smile and
loving hugs. What I will remember most about Uncle Lennie was his sense of humor.
He always had a joke to tell and you couldn't help laughing because he got such a
kick out of it himself. I will miss the twinkle in his eye, his incredible smile, and the
sound of his voice. God Bless You, Uncle Lennie. Love ya, Jannie and Don

Jannie Mulligan and Don Bliss - February 17, 2012 at 11:49 PM

“

I am so sorry to get this news. My Uncle Len was a gift....one that I will always
treasure. He lit up a room like no one I know and always made me feel like the most
important person in the world when he talked to me.
Peg, I am so very sorry for your loss. May you find comfort in your memories. Gordie,
Mark, Melissa and Margie - He was always so proud of you all and spoke of your
accomplishments often. You have meant the world to him and I am happy for that.
I will miss him.
Love and Hugs to all,
Elizabeth Smith Mcgovern and family.

Elizabeth Smith McGovern - February 17, 2012 at 11:36 PM

“

A great man and Uncle whose company was always a pleasure. As a child, I used to
make note that my mother would always light up at the mention of Lenny's name or
especially of an impending visit. As an adult, I found out why. A gregarious man who
made everyone feel better merely by being with him.
I was fortunate to have played several rounds of golf with Lenny, and will miss him.
Thoughts and prayers to his immediate family, especially his life partner and constant
companion, Peggy.

Christopher , Maureen, Thomas, Matthew and James Smith - February 17, 2012 at 08:42 PM

“

Dear Aunt Peg and family,
We are so sorry to hear of the loss of Len. He was a wonderful man whose company
we all enjoyed. He was admired by the whole family. His devotion to you and his
family, as well as his dedication and successful career was admired and respected
by all. He will be greatly missed by our entire family. Our most heartfelt condolences
are extended to you at this difficult time. You remain in our thoughts and prayers.
Love,
Brenda (Wholey) Fitzpatrick and Fanily

Brenda (Wholey) Fitzpatrick - February 17, 2012 at 08:42 PM

“

Dear Peg and all of your grandchildren,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this very tender time. Len was so loved by
all and he truly made all people feel special, we were blessed to have such a
incredible guy in our family.
Love, Nora

Nora( Smith) and Jack Parell - February 17, 2012 at 07:06 PM

