Martha Ann Kestermeier
June 28, 1930 - June 22, 2017

Martha Ann Kestermeier, 86, formerly of Marietta, Ohio, died Thursday, June 22, 2017 at
her and her twin sister's home in Hamilton, Virginia. She was born on June 28, 1930 in
Marietta, Ohio, to Albert Henry and Eleanor Mae Snodgrass Kestermeier.
Martha got her Bachelor of Science from St. Mary of the Springs in Columbus, Ohio, and
her Masters in Zoology from the Catholic University of America. She was a Dominican
Nun for 20 years and taught high school biology, zoology and scientific writing for 50
years.
Martha was a current member of St. Francis DeSales Catholic Church in Purcellville,
Virginia. She was a member of many teaching organizations over the years and she and
her sister enjoyed buying and selling antiques.
She is survived by her twin sister, Mary K. Bruch of Hamilton; two nieces, Elise Bruch of
Portland, Oregon and Miriam Burton (Alton) of Bethesda, Maryland; four great nieces and
nephews, A.J. Burton, Esq., Cal Burton, M.D., Kim Bonilla and Tori Burton; a great-great
niece and nephew, D.J. and Marianna Bonilla; and her brother in law, Carl W. Bruch.
Funeral Liturgy with Mass will be held on her birthday, Wednesday, June 28, 2017, at
10:00 a.m. at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption, with The Rev. Msgr. John
Michael Campbell celebrating. Burial will follow in New St. Mary's Cemetery. There will be
no visitation.
Donations may be made in her memory to the Dominican Sisters of Peace, 2320 Airport
Drive, Columbus, Ohio 43219. The Marietta Chapel of Cawley & Peoples is honored to
serve Martha's family.

Comments

“

Ms. Kestermeier's class was a major reason why I majored in biology (before I found
the dark arts of philosophy) and why I still work in the sciences. Her obvious love for
the subject and for teaching made her a good teacher; but she also (rightly) expected
a lot of her students, pushing us harder than we thought we were capable of. That's
what made her a great teacher. Looking back, she was maybe one the greatest
teachers I've ever known. Thank you, Ms. K.

Patrick Lin - July 15, 2017 at 08:59 PM

“

She was one of my most memorable teachers. I learned so much from her and
became a teacher. Her no nonsense attitude was amazing and yet she would display
her sense of humor at moments which were fantastic. She will be greatly missed.

Suzette (Cluff) King - July 12, 2017 at 10:09 PM

“

Sending love and condolences from a former Langley biology student

Kittee Berns - July 10, 2017 at 11:56 AM

“

Upon hearing the news of Ms. Kestermeier's death, there are 100s of former
students of hers from Langley High School in McLean, VA who are paying tribute to
her on our Langley HS alumni Facebook page...
Our sentiments are all pretty similar: Though Mrs Kestermeier was strict and
sometimes terrifying, I learned a lot from her. I loved her as well! I'll never forget the
experience of dissecting a fetal pig in her class! She was a good woman, and
certainly lived a long life. May she Rest In Peace.

Lisa Amore - July 10, 2017 at 10:48 AM

“

Ms. Kestermeier was possibly one of my favorite high school teachers (Langley,
biology). She was tough and scary but she was super smart and soft inside. I learned
a lot and remember her very fondly. I am sorry for your loss.

Lourdes Santaballa - July 09, 2017 at 03:17 PM

“

My condolences to Mary and the rest of her family on the death of Martha. I
remember both of Martha's parents. I especially remember Uncle Albert and how
kind he was to me. May Martha be quickly welcomed into the Heavenly Kingdom.

David C. Barrett Jr. - July 06, 2017 at 01:15 PM

“

Dear Kestermeier family. I am so sorry to have read of the death of Martha. Please
accept my sincere condolences. I would like to share something that I have
personally found to be comforting. It is found in the Bible at John 5:28, 29 and
Revelation 21:4. These verses tell us that soon God is going to bring about a
resurrection of our dear loved ones as well as do away with all causes we have for
suffering, including sickness and death. Knowing this has always comforted me and
it is my hope that these thoughts will comfort your family also.

Michael - June 29, 2017 at 08:40 PM

