Oliver E. Little
July 7, 1951 - May 11, 2011

Oliver E. Little, Jr, 59, of Marietta, Ohio died Wednesday (May 11, 2011) at Marietta
Memorial Hospital.
He was born in Akron, Ohio on July 7, 1951 and was the son of Oliver E. Little, Sr. and
Wanda Hunt Little. Oliver was a 1969 graduate of St. Marys High School and a 1971
graduate of Mountain State College with an accounting degree. He worked for Broughton
Foods Company for 42 years. He was a former member of the Marietta Jaycees where he
served as President from 1981-1982. He received the JCI Senatorship in 1988. Oliver
served on the board, and was instrumental in starting the Jaycee Estates Apartment
Complex and was a volunteer for Safety Town for many years. In 1994, he was named the
"Gabe Zide Citizen of the Year" by the Marietta Area Chamber of Commerce. He also
served on the board for Marietta Mills and Winberi Apartment Complexes. He was a very
caring father and husband who always put his family first.
He is survived by his wife of 32 years, Monna S. Little, one son, JD Little (girlfriend, Amy
Lukens), one daughter Lindsay (Josh) Thomas, two brothers, Herbert McKinley (fiancé,
Sandy Proctor), Clyde (Leslie) Little, and one sister, Sylvia (John) Parsons. He was the
brother-in-law to Larry (Debbie) Mincks, Sr, Darlene (Jim) Bonnette, and Charlene (Lowell)
Bonnette. He is also survived by nephews Eric Little, Andrew Little, Mike Higgins, John
Higgins, Larry Mincks, Jr, Chris Mincks, Shawn Mincks, and Jim Bonnette. Surviving
nieces are Melissa Wilson, Michelle Tillery, Debbie Schottelkotte, Ellen McVicar and Angie
Miller. He is also survived by mother-in-law Dorothy Mincks and many life-long friends.
He is preceded in death by his parents, one infant son and father-in-law Donald Mincks.
A memorial service will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 15, 2011, at the Marietta
Chapel of Cawley & Peoples Funeral Home, with the Rev. Keith Kapple officiating. Friends
may call on Saturday from 4 to 8 p.m., and for one hour prior to the service on Sunday.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Reno Volunteer Fire Department,

PO Box 346, Reno, Ohio 45773.

Comments

“

So sorry to read of Oliver's passing. We new him when we were part of Jaycees in
the 1970's and 1980's when we were all young and just starting families. Though we
have not lived in Marietta since 1993, we still consider it home. He had a very
positive influence on all he met and we enjoyed his comraderie.

Keith and Nan Ballein - May 23, 2011 at 02:22 PM

“

I am sorry to hear of your loss, Cameron spoke kindly of Oliver often.

Karen Balmain - May 21, 2011 at 08:18 AM

“

Thank you so much for all the kind words, stories and memories about my dad,
Oliver Little. It has been almost a week since he left us and unfortunately, no matter
how much we are all hurting, life must go on. I am about ready to re-enter the world
after my life was changed forever and it's not easy. It helps so much to have these
memories and stories so that I can get through this.
I look back at many things about dad, all of which I love and will forever keep in my
heart, but what I will remember for the rest of my life is his smile and how he always
tried to be happy. He was the most positive man I have ever met, even during a time
when he had every right to be negative. I like to think that so many of dad's
characteristics, looks and personality are in me, and I will carry these with pride
always.
Thank you so much for being the best father I could have asked for, I hope that I can
be just like you when I'm a father. I love you, Dad.

JD Little - May 17, 2011 at 11:06 PM

“

It's hard to describe the relationship between a father and a son in law. I've only
known Oliver for six years and unfortunately I did not know him in his better days but
the stories I hear are nothing but fun filled band trips and stories that show his love
for his family and dedication to his work. The last couple years I've felt like we were
getting closer. We started having longer talks and laughing and joking about
NASCAR and anything else we had to talk about. He told me last winter in the
longest and best conversation we had he encouraged me to stop worrying about
money and things that are irrelevant in life. He told me to do what I love, find a job
you truly enjoy and I'm planning on living my life to his words. I'm glad we got a
chance to get closer before his death and I can say that I loved Oliver and I will miss
him, but I know he's in my heart and when I think about him I remember his laugh
most of all.

Josh Thomas - May 16, 2011 at 01:33 PM

“

It's been a tough week as we all mourn the loss of a loved one in one way or another.
My heart goes out to my Aunt Monna and cousins JD and Lindsay over the loss of
their husband and father respectively and my Uncle Oliver. What I'll remember the
most about him is really more of a collective family memory. Every time our families
would get together, he and my Dad would always seem to sneak away - at least for a
little while - and get some time together to catch up and talk about whatever. In doing
so, the two of them showed us all that siblings ought to remain close throughout their
lives and those two set a good example of the relationship I'd someday love to have
with my brother and his family. When our families got together, it was like the
conversation just picked up where we left off when last we saw each other. And it'll
still be that way. And that's what things will be like when my brother and I have wives
and kids. We'll slip away to the garage or the basement or wherever and I'm sure
we'll both think of the times our Dad did the same thing with his brother.
Monna, JD, Lindsay...I love you all very much. Uncle Oliver...I love you as well. Rest
in peace. Forever in our hearts.

Eric Little - May 15, 2011 at 09:49 PM

“

My first interaction with Oliver was at Broughton's. I had an armful of large, heavy,
thick envelopes. As he approached me in the hallway, he commented on my heavy
load. Then he said to me, "have you got a match"? I knew right then this is someone
I want to know. A favorite memory of mine is sitting around Oliver and Mona's dining
room table making table favors for my daughter Stephanie's wedding. It was Oliver,
Mona, Lindsay, Mandy, me, and Stephanie. Oliver and Mona had the task of tying
bows around the favors. Well, they didn't make much progress, but they had a lot of
fun. Oliver soon had us all laughing at some silly analogy he had that was fitting for
the occasion. Oliver was a kind, caring, generous, loving person. When I think of
Oliver, and I will think of him often, I will smile. Mona, JD, and Lindsay, there is
nothing I can say to ease your pain. But when the sorrow seems unbearable, wrap
yourself in the precious memories you have in your heart. Remember the glow of his
smile, the sound of his laughter, the twinkle in his eyes, the feel of his hand in yours,
and the warmth of his arms around you. These memories will get you through. I will
never forget Oliver. All our love to you.

Mattie Archer and Tammie Johnson - May 15, 2011 at 01:27 AM

“

Dear Mona, JD and Lindsay: We are sorry for your loss. I asked Ron for a memory to
add but he told me there are too many memories to write. He said some stories he
can't remember and some stories he can't tell....lol. Ollie was a great man and friend
and he will surely be missed. Love, Ron, Bobbi, Samantha, Ian and Mackenzie.

Ron and Bobbi Hazelton - May 14, 2011 at 11:49 PM

“

Monna & Family, we knew Oliver(June) from way back. I went to school with him and
John was good friends with Herb during school days. So sorry for your loss, Oliver
was a great guy. I know you will have great memories of him to hold dear. God bless
you, Janet(Cross) and John Efaw

John & Janet Efaw - May 14, 2011 at 09:23 PM

“

Our sincere condolence to Oliver Little family. Never have I met a nicer coworker ,
person and a friend than Oliver. Always had a smile, friendly voice, and there to help
out whatever and whenever needed. It is dedicated people like Oliver, that helps
builds a successful company in which I am lucky to work for. I know he will be missed
not only throughout the company, but through out the community also. I sure will
miss him. God bless Mona and her children.
Sincerely ,
George Hoyt

George Hoyt - May 14, 2011 at 05:25 PM

“

When reading all of the messages from friends and family, I know that Oliver was the
same wonderful, thoughtful, smiling guy he was in high school. He was then, like as
all of these people describe him as an adult. I am so sorry for your loss and know he
will be missed in your hearts forever. My thoughts and prayers are with all of you, at
this very difficult time. Sue Statler

Sue Statler - May 14, 2011 at 11:11 AM

“

Monna and family,
I didn't know Oliver, only seeing him with you, but I'm sending you our deepest
sympathy during this difficult time. After 32 years of marriage you will have so many
lovely memories and you have 2 beautiful children to help you through this time.
Keith and Carol Ware

Keith and Carol Ware - May 14, 2011 at 10:44 AM

“

Mona & Family, I'm so sorry for your loss, you are in my thoughts and prayers.
Sincerely, Cheryl Pennock Baxter

Cheryl Pennock Baxter - May 14, 2011 at 02:06 AM

“

Dear Monna, JD & Lindsay, our deepest sympathy to each of you, what a wonderful
husband & father you shared. Oliver as I've said before was MY FAVORITE BOSS! I
felt fortunate to have known him. He was such a compassionate, kind & most of all
funny guy. I seriously don't know how he handled working with all the females in our
huge office, salute to him! But I so enjoyed working with him & you Monna at
Broughtons, especially when "something" would happen or a comment would be
made & he would reply "Well isn't that special!"... just like the Church Lady from SNL.
Also loved hearing his stories about the kids, one when Lindsay said she liked JD's
Big Teeth in his elementary school pic one year. He enjoyed our babies/kids when we
brought them in for a visit & was interested in our families. He made "work" FUN! We
were all a great team back in the day! I will always cherish his friendship & miss his
smile! Remember... "Joy is not in things... it is in us." Oliver was & is your JOY! Love
to you, Jennifer, Dennis, Alyssa & Dillon Sturm

Jennifer Sturm and Dennis, Alyssa & Dillon - May 14, 2011 at 01:12 AM

“

my heart goes out to oliver`s family....i was in junior achievement many years ago
with broughton`s on seventh street...when oliver became ill , he remarkably
remembered who i was after all these years.....those were some fun times .....all my
best...kelley wallace central transport marietta memorial hospital

kelley a. wallace - May 13, 2011 at 10:06 PM

“

Mona,JD and Lindsay, I am so sorry for your loss. I don't ever remember seeing
Oliver without a smile on his face. My thoughts and prayers are with you all in this
time of sorrow. God Bless you all.

Dianna Binegar - May 13, 2011 at 08:37 PM

“

Monna and JD We are sorry for your loss.
Stephen, Nadine, Connor, Ethan Moore

Stephen and Nadine Moore - May 13, 2011 at 06:05 PM

“

Our families became friends~years ago, when our boys started kindergarden
together, we've done alot since then ~ jc's, birthday parties, weddings, get togethers,
and darn it ~ we werent done!!!! oliver had such fun planning your birthday party ~ he
just smiled telling how he had to wait and dress differently when you left (to go to
your drawing) Mona~lean on me anytime you want too. Ollie ~ til next time buddy.

Cathy & Jeff Beaver - May 13, 2011 at 03:57 PM

“

There were many times I was in the Little house. So much that I considered Mona
and Oliver my adoptive parents. I can't remember one time in which Oliver was not
telling a joke or had a smile on his face. Even these past 6 years when he was in and
out of hospitals did he ever once have a frown on his face. He was an amazing
person and I am a better person for having know him. I will greatly miss him. Mona,
JD, and Linz: "... and He will make you strong, firm and steadfast." 1 Peter 5:10
praying for you all.

Amanda Bohlen - May 13, 2011 at 03:56 PM

“

Monna, I was so sorry to hear about Oliver. I have such good memories of working
with both of you at Broughton's in the 70's. My prayers go out to you & your family.

Bonnie Archer - May 13, 2011 at 03:49 PM

“

Oh my brother how I wish I could turn back time to say and do the things not yet
done. I will never forget the friday nite steaks not to mention so many other things.
Oh how I wish. You will always be in my heart. Rest in Peace.

Herb & Sandy - May 13, 2011 at 01:52 PM

“

When I first went to work at Broughton's, it was through a temp agency to work for
Oliver in his department. This would be about 1997-1998. I started calling him "AHLEE-VER". He was very patient when I had questions on how to data entry things.
He was funny and kind and I enjoyed working for him. I already knew Monna from
Fort Frye High School when I was a Senior and she was a Sophmore. So sorry for
your loss, Monna, and I know you have so many memories !!!

Cindy Jobes Edgell - May 13, 2011 at 01:25 PM

“

Good bye, my husband. Thank you for all the memories and the two most wonderful
children you gave me. Someday we will meet again. Love you.

Monna Little - May 13, 2011 at 12:25 PM

“

I can't remember doing a gig with JD and whatever band that I didn't see Oliver there
in support. Whether it was all the way out in Cutler or up in Lowell. He was always
there to support JD and cheer on the group. We will surely miss him.

Brandon Canfield - May 13, 2011 at 10:56 AM

“

Thinking about you and your kids today. The next couple of days is going to be really
rough. Phil 4:13 says: I can do all things through Christ whom strengthen me... One
of my favorite verses. Praying God will give you the strength to get through the tough
times. Oliver was one of the good guys!

Becky Westbrook - May 13, 2011 at 09:49 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to Monna, J.D., and Lindsay. I feel so lucky that I got
to know such an amazing man, and amazing family. Oliver always had a grin on his
face, and never had an unkind word to say about anybody. I have never met anyone
so quick to laugh and so eager tell a joke. That is what I will remember most about
him. He brought joy into this world, and as corny as it sounds, the world would be a
better place if we all tried to be more like Oliver.
Love and hugs to the Littles.

Mandy (and Davey) Westfall - May 12, 2011 at 09:24 PM

“

Monna, JD, Lindsay and family,
We are so very sorry and want to send our thoughts and prayers to all of you.
God Bless.
Guy and Marian Davis

Guy and Marian Davis - May 12, 2011 at 08:25 PM

“

Monna, Lindsay, and Oliver, My deepest sympathy and heartfelt compassion at this
time for your loss... Oliver was a wonderful husband and father....He had such a
wonderful sense of humor, always smiling and making laughter wherever he
went...He will be greatly missed by all who knew him and loved him........

Cheryl Lynn Noah - May 12, 2011 at 08:15 PM

“

I will always remember Oliver making me laugh. He always had a way of saying
things that made everything more funny. I will never forget the Florida trip, he helped
me with my homework, laughing at JD pulling the old mans hair on the plane, my first
trip to Epcot Center. Oliver was always kind to me and always made me feel he was
happy to see me. I will miss him always. I love you, Monna Sue, JD and Linz.

Ang - May 12, 2011 at 05:59 PM

