Raymond Norbert Zoerkler
August 7, 1926 - October 19, 2013

Raymond Norbert Zoerkler, 87, long time Marietta resident, died Saturday, October 19,
2013, in Fairfield, Ohio. He was born August 7, 1926 in Cincinnati to Louis and Elise
Weiseit Zoerkler. He was a U.S. Air Force veteran of World War II. Mr. Zoerkler was a
geologist, having received his degree from the University of Cincinnati. He had worked at
Birdwell and Pennzoil in Bradford, Pennsylvania, as well as Pennzoil in Parkersburg, West
Virginia. Raymond also worked as an independent petroleum geologist while living in
Marietta. He was a member of Rotary Club of Marietta, the American Association of
Professional Geologists, the Ohio Geological Society and the Marietta Reading Club. Mr.
Zoerkler had been a volunteer at the Campus Martius Museum. While living in
Pennsylvania he was instrumental in having the University of Pittsburgh open a branch in
Bradford. Raymond is survived by two daughters, Cindy Miller (Gary) of Fairfield and
Jennifer Zoerkler of Reston, Virginia, two grandsons, Nicholas Miller (Laura) of
Anchorage, Alaska and Jason Miller (Jamie) of Westmont, NJ, a sister, Lorraine Cramer of
Clarion, Pennsylvania, a brother, Jim Zoerkler (Jeanne) of Chambersburg, PA, and several
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his wife, Phyllis Lorraine Goble
Zoerkler in 2006. Graveside services will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, October
23, 2013 in Mound Cemetery, with Patricia Peoples officiating, as well as full military
honors being observed. Friends may call on Tuesday from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the
Marietta Chapel of Cawley & Peoples Funeral Home. Donations may be made to the
Rotary Scholarship Fund, c/o Marietta Noon Rotary, P.O. Box 1138, Marietta, Ohio 45750.
or to the Campus Martius Friends of the Museums, 601 Second Street, Marietta, Ohio
45750.

Comments

“

Ray was a mans man, his way of dealing with life was a great light for all of us to
follow. I miss his smile and kind manor. My life was touched by him, I will always
remember him.

Russ Reid - October 12, 2014 at 12:23 PM

“

I don't really have a story to share about Ray--I worked with Phyllis at the Dawes
Memorial Library for many years until her retirement. I always enjoyed hearing about
Ray and Cindy and Jennifer and it was always amusing to see Phyllis watching out
the window of our office to see if "her horse" had arrived to pick her up. Ray seemed
ever to be the true gentleman from a bygone era and of course he was so
distinguished looking with his impeccable handlebar moustache. I am very sorry to
hear of Ray's passing because it truly is the end of some of my history--especially so,
since I will be retiring in December from the college library after 36 years of service.
My many fond memories of Ray and Phyllis will remain in my heart. God bless to all
of you.
Mary Zimmer

Mary Zimmer - October 30, 2013 at 09:24 PM

“

I served with Ray on the Friends of the Museum Board some years ago. He was
easy to work with and a nice person. My condolences to the family.

Nancy Murdock - October 26, 2013 at 04:15 PM

“

Cindy, I always enjoyed visiting with your parents while growing up; your Dad
especially made me feel very welcome and important when I was in his home. I know
you will miss him deeply; you and Jennifer are in my prayers. I hate I am so far away
and cannot be there for you at this time. Love, Beth

Beth Storms - October 22, 2013 at 01:22 PM

“

I will miss that nice smile and kind manor that Ray had.I am so saddened by his
passing.May the peace that passes all understanding bless the family.

Russell Reid - October 22, 2013 at 12:37 PM

“

Jennifer, I'm so sorry to learn of your father's passing. May you always have good
memories to get you through the coming years! You are in my thoughts &
prayers...God Bless!

Jane (Tewkesbury) Campbell - October 22, 2013 at 12:11 PM

“

I was saddened to learn of Ray's passing; my condolences to his family. I knew him
from Rotary. He and Phyllis were friends with my parents. Ray always had a smile, a
kind word, and a good sense of humor.

David Baker - October 22, 2013 at 09:36 AM

“

You have my sympathy Cindy on the loss of your father. Praying for you and your
family at this time of loss. May your memories of your father give you comfort and
peace.

Linda Howard - October 21, 2013 at 07:56 PM

