William C Berentz
January 24, 1939 - June 12, 2016

William C. Berentz, 77, formerly of Marietta, died of complications from surgery on
Sunday, June 12, 2016 in Flagstaff, Arizona. He was born in New Matamoras, Ohio on
January 24, 1939 to the late George William and Mary Unger Berentz. He is survived by
his wife of almost 45 years, Jerrie Oyster Berentz, his daughter, Christy Holter, and her
husband, Ryan; his nieces, Linda Soliday, of Charleston, WV, Cheryl Wellman (Denny) of
Shadyside, OH, and nephew, Darryl Soliday, of Marietta, OH; his sister-in-law and
brothers-in-law, Bonnie and Dick Miller of Marietta and Clyde Oyster of Birmingham,
Alabama. He grew up in New Matamoras, Ohio and loved to tell stories of his happy
childhood there. He graduated from Matamoras High School in 1957. He attended Ohio
University and graduated in 1961 with a B.S. degree in education. He later completed an
M. Ed. degree from Ohio University. He began his career as a social studies and biology
teacher in Barnesville, Ohio. In 1963 he began teaching at Marietta High School and
continued teaching there until his retirement in 1990. He then became an adjunct
instructor at Washington State Community College. During his retirement, he and Jerrie
enjoyed exploring and living in other places, first, Bristol Village Retirement Community in
Waverly, Ohio, where he was active in the discussion and foreign policy groups and made
lifelong friends. Then in 2004 they moved westward to live nearer to their daughter. They
lived in Flagstaff, Arizona, Rohnert Park, CA and Camarillo, CA. They loved the
awesomeness of the west, especially the gorgeous area of northern Arizona. Besides his
family, the highlight of his life was his teaching career. He truly enjoyed his students and
the subjects he taught. His classes were full of discussion and laughter and he loved
challenging his students to think critically. He was humbled to be recognized in many ways
by his students. He also highly respected and enjoyed his fellow teachers. In addition to
his parents, he was preceded in death by his sister, Mary Beryl Soliday, and her daughter,
Stephanie Earley. There will be a memorial service at 7:00 p.m. Friday, June 17, 2016, at
the First Congregational United Church of Christ, with the Rev. Linda Steelman officiating.
The family will greet friends from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the narthex of the church.
Contributions in his memory can be made to the Ohio University Foundation, 104
McGuffey Hall, Athens, OH 45701, or the Dorothy A. Oyster Advised Fund in care of the
Marietta Community Foundation, P.O. Box 77, Marietta, OH 45750. The family requests

that any correspondence be mailed to Cawley & Peoples Funeral Home, 408 Front St.,
Marietta, OH 45750.

Comments

“

Mr. Berentz was the best. My condolences to his family.

Cheryl Kaiser, Class of 77 - June 28, 2016 at 10:21 PM

“

To the family and friends of Bill Berentz Sending my deepest sympathy. Linda
Christman

Linda Christman - June 23, 2016 at 10:37 PM

“

Sorry to hear of Mr. B's passing. Had him for American History my junior year @
Marietta Sr High. I was always somewhat afraid of him (he was demanding & made
me work), but he had soft side, which I didn't see until I needed him. I was pulled out
of class one day, because my oldest sister was there to tell me our mother, who had
been ill, had been sent to Cleveland Clinic ( where she remained for 17 long wks).
He became more than my strict teacher after that. God Speed Mr B & thanks for
keeping our butts on the straight! Cathy Newman-Cawley, Class of 1983

Cathy Newman-Cawley - June 16, 2016 at 03:28 PM

“

Mr Berentz will be missed. He was an excellent History teacher. I have fond
memories of his class. I also had his mother-in-law, Mrs Oyster, for my 5th grade
teacher at Norwood School. My thoughts and prayers to his family.

Margaret Green McNutt - June 14, 2016 at 09:54 PM

“

My deepest sympathy for his family. I told him often that he was my favorite teacher.
What a great sense of " dry" humor. A generation is smarter and wiser for having had
him for social studies. He will be missed more than anyone can imagine. I can only
aspire to be the teacher he was. RIP, Mr. Berentz

Joy Cowdery - June 14, 2016 at 07:54 PM

“

my condolences for your loss. I graduated from MSHS in 1976 and had Mr. Berentz
for Civics and history. Learned critical thinking skills. He was a wonderful teacher!

Kim Broedel - June 14, 2016 at 10:46 AM

“

Sorry to hear about Mr. Berentz's passing. He was my favorite teaching in high
school from 1967-69. I remember him very well.
Regards,
Ron Stutler

Ron Stutler - June 14, 2016 at 07:55 AM

“

I was so saddened to read of Mr. Berentz's passing. He was absolutely a world-class
teacher. Those of us lucky enough to have learned from him will always cherish the
experience.
My prayers are with his family.

Tom Brown - June 14, 2016 at 07:23 AM

“

My condolences to Mrs. Berentz & family; Mr. & Mrs. Berentz made a difference,
leaving a lasting legacy in so many students they wonderfully impacted.

John Dake - June 14, 2016 at 06:58 AM

