Wendy Ann Cook
April 25, 1949 - October 4, 2020

Wendy Ann (Barry) Cook, 71, died unexpectedly, but peacefully, in her home on October
4, 2020. She was born in Marietta, Ohio on April 25, 1949, to Bernice (Helck) Barry and
Robert Barry.
Wendy was a graduate of Marietta Senior High School and Marietta College, majoring in
education. She was a beloved English teacher at Marietta Middle School until her early
retirement due to health issues.
Ever determined, Wendy returned to the workforce at Mahone Tire Service with her
brother-in-law, Ted Mahone.
Feeling a need to more directly serve others, Wendy became the patient representative in
the Emergency Department at Marietta Memorial Hospital, where her compassion and
empathy for those with medical issues or at a particularly vulnerable time in their lives,
served her well.
Wendy was a member of PEO and a devoted member of The Basilica of Saint Mary of the
Assumption. She spent countless hours in service to her church and her fellow
parishioners. Wendy, while facing many physical challenges, dedicated her life to serving
those with needs greater than her own. She cooked and delivered hundreds of meals, sat
by hundreds of bedsides and lifted the spirits of everyone who had the good fortune to
know her.
Wendy is survived by her loving husband of 49 years, Dennis Cook, and her faithful
companion, Tootsie. She is also survived by her sister, Philla Kirkpatrick (Robert), her
brother, Edwin Barry, and her sister, Kathy McKitrick. She is survived by her brother-in-law,
Samuel Ronald Cook, Jr. (Janice), her sister-in-law, Anita Cook Motil (Joseph), and her
sister-in-law, Colleen E. Cook (Ted Mahone).
Also surviving are her much-loved nieces and nephews: Jay, Jeff and Chad Reiley, Aaron

Barry, Kyle, Jamie and Matt McKitrick, Carrie Motil Radatz and Matt Motil, and David and
Lauren Cook. No one will ever take the place of Wendy.
Wendy's family will greet friends on Wednesday, October 7, 2020 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. and
6:00-8:00 p.m. at the Marietta Chapel of Cawley & Peoples Funeral Home, 408 Front
Street, in Marietta. A vigil service will be held at 7:00 p.m. The Funeral Liturgy, with Mass
will be celebrated at The Basilica of Saint Mary of the Assumption, 506 Fourth Street,
Marietta, Ohio, on October 8, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., with The Rev. Msgr. John Michael
Campbell officiating. The service will be live-streamed by visiting www.stmarysmarietta.org
and clicking on "News/Events".
Memorial gifts to honor Wendy's remarkable life may be made to The Basilica of Saint
Mary of the Assumption, 506 Fourth Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750.
Cawley & Peoples Funeral Home is honored to serve Wendy's family, offering on-line
condolences and many other resources by visiting CawleyandPeoples.com .

Comments

“

So many wonderful memories of time with Wendy, from working together at MMS,
sharing meals, wrapping gifts, to being there when her loved Weimaraner Gretchen
had puppies. Wendy was indeed a uniquely strong and caring lady. I feel so lucky to
have known her. My heart goes out to all of her family.
Penny Arsenault

Penny Arsenault - October 08, 2020 at 11:13 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Wendy's unexpected passing. She was certainly a rare gem.
Though I never worked directly with Wendy, I knew her through teaching at Marietta
City Schools. Wherever I saw her in recent years, she would greet me with her
wonderful smile and we would chat for awhile. I always so admired her determination
and courage to pursue her life missions of service. Wendy will be missed.

Jann Adams - October 08, 2020 at 10:57 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Wendy. She will be missed so much.

Lloyd Elliott - October 08, 2020 at 08:15 AM

“

Wendy was such a special person, so loving, kind and giving. Everyone who knew
her, loved her. We will all miss her terribly. I feel so fortunate to have been her friend.
Jim and I want you to know our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at
this difficult time.

Jane Evans - October 07, 2020 at 02:46 PM

“

Oh Dennis, our hearts simply break for you. We truly adore Wendy in every way. We
often reminisce about the super fun moments we've shared at district conferences.
We miss those days more than you will ever know. We deeply treasure all the
times we've spent with the two of you. Wendy's infectious personality, ridiculous
sense of humor, exceedingly kind heart and true friendship will never leave us. We
smile every time we see or hear her name. That will never change. We are praying
for you and yours.

Kris Wilson - October 07, 2020 at 01:41 PM

“

Wendy was one of the first people I met when I walked in to teach my first day at
Marietta Junior High School back in 1980. I do believe she's one of the kindest
people I've ever met. She loved her students, and she loved the teaching profession.
I will always admire her and remember her as one who gave 100% to support her
students, listen to their concerns, and encourage them to achieve their best. I am
honored to have known her and worked with her.

Tanya Wilder - October 06, 2020 at 07:55 PM

“

Words can't possibly convey how deeply saddened we are by the death of this
special lady. When she entered a room her smile and presence lit up the entire room
and all present were blessed with her being in our midst. She was dedicated to her
husband, Dennis, and as he served Rotary as District Governor she was forever at
his side No matter her physical limitations she never let it prevent her from marching
on and caring and giving to others. Unfortunately Kathleen and I cannot be with the
Cook family and our Family of Rotary. Please send us a memory card.
PDG Bart and Kathleen Mahoney
5101 Weatherwood Dr
N Myrtle Beach, SC 29582

Bart Mahoney - October 06, 2020 at 06:48 PM

“

Heaven has gained another angel with Wendy. She was soooo helpful spiritually and
emotionally and in all ways to our family over the years and especially in the years
during my Mom and Dads health issues and deaths. Her upbeat attitude and wisdom
helped make those dismal years bearable. I'm so glad I was there for them and me
too. I'm sure there are many in Heaven welcoming her into their arms and they are
all smiling and joking around. Our sincerest condolences and sympathy to all of her
family . Martha Lipscomb Parsons and Jim Parsons and our children, Alex, Danielle,
Mollie and Justin

Martha Parsons - October 06, 2020 at 07:19 AM

“

I didn't know Wendy very well but she was like a hero to me. Her strength was
amazing! Her smile was amazing! Very kind and caring lady!
RIP sweet Wendy. God bless all who loved her

Jeannie Offenberger - October 05, 2020 at 11:43 PM

“

I taught with Wendy at Marietta Middle School many years ago. Also, Jan and I are
neighbors to Dennis and Wendy. I will miss the warm smile and kind words Wendy
always had when you saw her. She was a wonderful, thoughtful and kind teacher
and a great teaching team member. My thoughts are with you Dennis and be sure to
let us know if you need anything. We are just across the road. Betsy and Jan

Betsy Cook - October 05, 2020 at 07:57 PM

“

I had Mrs.Cook in 7th grade, she was my favorite teacher. She always showed
kindness and understanding to all of her students. I ran into her several times at
Marietta Memorial Hospital and she always had a smile and kind word for everyone
she ran into. What a terrible loss, such a caring and loving soul. I love you Mrs.
Cook, fly high with the angels.

Lisa warner - October 05, 2020 at 06:19 PM

“

I never had her in school but I knew her...she was such a beautiful lady inside and
out. My deepest sympathy goes out to her family.....she will live a long time in our
hearts for sure! Such a great loss to the community.
Teri-Science -Klase

Teri Klase - October 05, 2020 at 06:14 PM

“

I had Miss Cook in seventh grade. She was the only English teacher I ever had who
would actually explain it to where I understood it. I loved her. Later on I had the
pleasure of seeing her when she was at the hospital working. She's remembered me.
Such a kind soul but stern in class. Such a great loss.

Kristie Garrison - October 05, 2020 at 05:02 PM

