Frederick L O'Neill
November 27, 1945 - December 1, 2017

"To sleep, perchance to dream - ay, there's the rub, For in that sleep of death what dreams
may come. When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, Must give us pause." Shakespeare's "Hamlet"
Frederick L. O'Neill, 72, of Marietta, passed away Dec. 1 after a long battle with
rheumatoid arthritis, brain cancer, heart failure, COPD and stroke. To say that Fred fought
hard to live every day would be an understatement. He was stubborn and strong-willed
until the very end.
Fred was born Nov. 27, 1945 in Charleston, W.Va., to Raymond Miles and Stina M.
Ferguson O'Neill. He was preceded in death by his parents and an infant brother.
Fred graduated with a BS degree in education from Marshall University and spent many
years as a history and English teacher, as well as trying his hand on archeological digs
before his health took a turn.
Many readers of local newspapers might remember Fred as someone who was
passionate about politics and he definitely had a way with words and thoughts. As a
staunch Democrat, he never hesitated to tell you exactly how he felt about an issue.
His other passions were movies and books. He had hundreds, if not thousands, in his
collection. He fondly remembered his mother taking him to the theater and would recollect
all of the "celebrity" run-ins he had in his lifetime. His love for theater translated to the
stage as Fred was a frequent actor and director for the Mid-Ohio Valley Players, the
Actors Guild and the Showboat Becky Thatcher. His love of theater, history and politics is
something that he passed down to his children and grandchildren.
Fred is survived by three children, Erin O'Neill, of Marietta; Deirdre (Jamie) Wedig of
Grove City; and Sean O'Neill, of Huntington. He is also survived by his ex-wife, Willa, and
the loves of his life, his four grandchildren, Liam, Olivia and Lillian Wedig and Maeghan

O'Neill.
In lieu of a Viking funeral, a memorial service will be held at the First Unitarian Universalist
Church in Marietta on Dec. 16 beginning at 4 p.m. Family will greet friends for 30 minutes
before the services and all are welcome to share thoughts of Fred and offer condolences
to the family during a wake to follow at the family's home.
Special thanks to all those at Harmar Place and hospice for caring for Fred and the family
during this difficult time. Donations may be made in Fred's memory to the MOVP, 229
Putnam Street, or to The UU Church, 232 Third Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750. The Marietta
Chapel of Cawley & Peoples Funeral Home is honored to serve Fred's family and offers
online condolences and many more resources by visiting their website, http://www.Cawley
andPeoples.com

Comments

“

May the God of tender mercies bring comfort to the family at this
time.2Corinthians.1:3,4. please feel free to visit our website at.JW.ORG.and to see
our video on what hope is there for the dead.

Barbara - February 16, 2018 at 08:26 PM

“

Fred was a Marietta institution. I used to see him all the time at First Settlement and
then at McDonalds. Before his health really took a turn, he would come to the
Marietta College Library to draft and send his editorials to the Marietta Times. I would
help him log on to the computer and make sure he was doing OK. I was glad I got a
chance to know Fred. He was very well spoken and intelligent and always had a
positive attitude. I know I and many others in the Marietta area will miss him. Prayers
and blessings to his family. Peter Thayer, Williamstown WV

Peter Thayer - December 16, 2017 at 05:07 PM

“

Willa, sorry for your loss , know there was still love after all these year. Prayers for
you and the family.

BARBARA J FINK - December 02, 2017 at 11:07 PM

“

#NAME?

Jeff Danner - December 02, 2017 at 11:37 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. In the short time, I knew Fred, I was inspired by his love of
history and the letters he wrote. He will truly be missed by this community.

Margaret Meeker - December 01, 2017 at 05:06 PM

