Richard George Thomas
May 15, 1953 - June 11, 2011

Richard George "Rick" Thomas, 58, Marietta, died Saturday, June 11, 2011, at OSU
Medical Center, in Columbus, OH. Born May 15, 1953, he was the son of the late Michael
John "M. J." and Helen Zide Thomas. Rick was a graduate of Marietta High School in
1971, and received his Bachelors degree in accounting from Marietta College in 1975. He
had been owner and operator of Club Continental, where he was known as the "The Disco
King". He was a member of St. Mary Catholic Church. Rick enjoyed playing golf and
always had an interest in history. Survivors include his sister, Tina Thomas (Ron
Tomasch), and their children, Yogi and Natalie Tomasch, all of Marietta. He is also
survived by 10 cousins, Patty Perry, Jim Matheny (Claudia), Gary Matheny, Joe Matheny
(Nancy), Tom Matheny, Rachel Matheny, Teri Ann Zide (Gary Pfeffer), Shelly Medley
(Rick), Frank Zide (Jennifer) and Missy Deskins (Elbert), and his ex-wife, Carolyn
Canfield, of Marietta, special friends, Lyle and Teresa, and many extended relatives and
friends. Rick was preceded in death by his parents, a brother, Michael Simon Thomas, a
cousin, Billy Matheny, aunts and uncles, George and Virginia Zide, Julia and Jim Matheny
and Joseph "Fuzzy" Thomas. Funeral Liturgy, with Mass, will be held 10:00 am Friday,
June 17, 2011, at St. Mary Catholic Church, with the Rev. Christopher Foxhoven
officiating. Burial will be in New St. Mary's Cemetery. The family will greet friends on
Thursday, from 2-4 and 7-9 pm, at the Marietta Chapel of Cawley & Peoples Funeral
Home, where there will be a Vigil service at 3:00 pm. It is suggested that memorial
contributions may be directed to the Restoration Fund at St. Mary Catholic Church, 506
4th Street, Marietta, or to the D.A.R.E. Program, c/o Marietta Police Department, 301
Putnam Street, Marietta, OH 45750.

Comments

“

Tina, Ron, Yogi and Natalie- Your family is in my thoughts. Let me know if I can do
anything for you. I am praying for you Tina. I feel bad that I was unable to attend the
service. May God help you in your healing process. Beth

Elizabeth Brooker - June 20, 2011 at 04:00 PM

“

we have crossed paths more than once, thru the class of '71, graduation party at the
'club',and the years following at the continental, previous passing of family members,
all common bonds from our youth, may you rest in peace ricky. condolences to the
family & friends that are in pain with his passing, but he lived as he wished , following
his own beat of the drum. rick will be missed by all of us who have known him

lydia orendorff - June 19, 2011 at 10:16 AM

“

Tina and Ron, I am so sorry you lost Ricky, but after last night and to see him look so
at peace,and today the things that he did to let Jesus back into his life, I just think he
is at peace,and in the best place anyone could be.Someday we all will be together
again. Thank you for letting me share the last two days with the man I called
husband and friend. I will miss him but, he will always be in my heart. Love your
friend Carolyn

Carolyn Canfield - June 17, 2011 at 03:49 PM

“

When Lyle told me the news, my world became a little less bright. Ricky was one of
the most unique individuals I have known my entire life. I know that there were many
in Marietta that didn't really know him, yet formed misguided opinions of him. Those
were the people that didn't know the real person, and that was there loss. Ricky was
my friend, threw thick and thin, he was always there if I needed him, over the past 23
years. I was lucky enough to be given the older brother that I never had.
Till we meet again my friend, Godspeed!
Richie Strickling

Richie Strickling - June 17, 2011 at 02:14 PM

“

Despite differences, our heartfelt condolences go out to Ricky's family and all those
who loved him. Ricky had become a big part of our family's lives and we loved him
very much. Amy, Jonah, Hannah (Bubbles) and I all loved Ricky very much and he
loved us. My mother prayed with him recently at Marietta Memorial and I spoke with
him as recently as Wednesday before he passed away. His last request to me was to
please get Amy, Jonah and his "Bubbles" to see him before he died. Unfortunately,
that did not get to happen. We will miss him deeply. We love you Ricky. Love Nancy,
Amy, Jonah and Hannah

Nancy Carpenter - June 15, 2011 at 11:49 AM

“

Despite differences, our heartfelt condolences go out to Ricky's family and all those
who loved him. Ricky had become a big part of our family's lives and we loved him
very much. Despite wsome thought Amy, Jonah, Hannah (Bubbles) and I all loved
Ricky very much and he loved us. My mother prayed with him recently at Marietta
Memorial where he said he was now at peace with God and wasn't afraid to die. I
spoke with him as recently as Wednesday before he passed away and he told me
the same thing. His last request to me was to please get Amy, Jonah and his
"Bubbles" to see him before he died. Unfortunately, that did not get to happen and
that saddens me. All who leave this world, should be able to share their last
moments with people they love. We will miss him deeply. We love you Ricky. Love
Nancy, Amy, Jonah and Hannah

Nancy Carpenter - June 15, 2011 at 11:03 AM

“

I give my sympathy to Family and Friends
of Richard George "Rick" Thomas.

Norma Fouss - June 15, 2011 at 10:20 AM

“

I give my symympathy to Family and Friends
of Richard George "Rick" Thomas.

Bill Oliver - June 15, 2011 at 08:52 AM

“

Our deepest condolences go out to the entire family. We remember "Rick" from "The
Club Continental". Lots of good memories. RIP Rick.

Larry & Holly Hadding - June 14, 2011 at 09:05 PM

“

Tina, and all relatives of Rick aka "Hippo Thomas" Rick was a good guy, in the 70s
we had alot of fun together, got me started in music giving me chance to play at The
Club, so many memories, and so many friends have past thru those doors. As we
have grown older some of us have gone one way, some the other Rick will be missed
by many, "Big One" drag race on 77, trips to Wheeling, all night card games, times at
the drive thru, it was fun when we were young, I miss those times Rest in Peace Rick

Mike Metro Metts - June 14, 2011 at 02:29 PM

“

Ricky was a very good friend to my son Tyke that I lost almost 3 yrs. ago. During that
awful time Ricky walked the straight and narrow (at the viewing-at the funeral-at the
gravesite) and I was so proud of him. I always had the greatest respect for Ricky and
he treated me with respect always.We would talk on the phone and he would always
tell me he still missed Tyke every day and some day we would go together to Tyke's
grave. Well, we never made it-but I know Ricky and Tyke are together in Heavenfriends re-united forever, no more sadness, no more pain and no more of the terrible
addiction they suffered through. God bless you Tina and your family. I am so sorry to
lose Ricky. We loved him and we will miss him very very much.

Georgia Baker - June 14, 2011 at 12:52 PM

“

While I've not seen Rick in many years, I have many fond memories while we were in
school together. This goes back to even kindergarten and first grade at Marion
school, then again all through high school. Even though I'd not seen him, I still
considered him a friend and I'm saddened by his passing. I know many of his
relatives and wanted to give my condolences as I will be unable to attend services
because of travel with my work.

Scott McKitrick - June 14, 2011 at 11:26 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers for you and your family, Tina.

cathy harper - June 14, 2011 at 11:21 AM

“

Tina Very sorry to hear about Rick Hobie and My thoughts are with you and the
family Hinky

Mark Burgnon - June 14, 2011 at 11:08 AM

“

worked for ricky with billy rider he always made me laugh he was one of the funniest
guys i knew living in north carolina working as a paramedic now i know he will be
missed .

eric morrow - June 14, 2011 at 10:50 AM

“

Rick and I graduated together in 1971. We shared several classes during High
School. Please accept my coldolences regarding his passing. I remember his as one
of great wit and humor, and one who was willing to "take a joke" as well as give one.

Michael Davis - June 14, 2011 at 09:58 AM

“

CUZ, I'll miss you and all your phone calls about Golf(Masters}, Woody, UCLA, the
Pirates, the Steelers, the Bible, Politics, when you wanted to vent and everything
else, because you knew about all things! Not all things are black and white,and you
knew that. You were a Good man,with a good heart! You'll be OK Ricky. Tell my folks
I said HELLO and I miss them! I LOVE YOU MAN!
Frank (Boy)

Frank (Boy) - June 13, 2011 at 08:31 PM

