Robert Sherman Hill
July 3, 1927 - March 8, 2017

Robert Sherman Hill, 89, of Westerville, formerly of Marietta, died Wednesday, March 8,
2017 in Westerville. Born in Washington, DC July 3, 1927, he was a son of the late Robert
D. and Dorothy Hilscher Hill.
Following high school graduation in 1945, he served briefly with the Army Air Force.
Robert was a graduate of St. John's College in Annapolis, MD, and received his Ph. D. in
Political Philosophy from the University of Chicago. Most of Robert's career was spent at
Marietta College, in the classroom from 1959-1989 and ten more years as Secretary to
the Board of Trustees and as Special Events Coordinator. He had taught in the Learning in
Retirement Program at the college.
He was a member of the First Presbyterian Church and served as long time secretary for
the Marietta Reading Club. For forty years Robert sang with the Marietta College Chorale
in the annual presentation of "Messiah". Also he helped found, and was an ongoing
benefactor of, the River Cities Symphony. He was active in the Washington County
Historical Society, with involvement in the Fearing House.
On December 27, 1950, he married Judith Tate. She survives with three children: Amy
Shevitz (Norbert Samuelson) of Chicago, David H. Hill (Beverly Upton) of Concord, CA,
and Sarah Blotner (Joel) of Westerville; three grandchildren, Hannah Kilburg (Benjamin)
and their son Walter, of Towson, MD, Reyan Ali (Elia) of Columbus, Benjamin Blotner of
Westerville; and one brother, Russell Hill of Worthington.
Funeral services will be held 10:30 am Saturday, March 11, 2017 at the First Presbyterian
Church in Marietta, with the Rev. Tom O'Connor officiating. Burial will be in Mound
Cemetery. Robert's family will greet friends at a reception at the church immediately
following the committal service.
Cawley & Peoples is honored to assist the Hill family, and offers on-line condolences and
many other resources by visiting http://www.CawleyandPeoples.com .

Comments

“

Dear Hill Family, I just learned of Dr. Hill's passing. I was his student from 1977 1981. I cannot express my sorrow at this loss. I once wrote him that "without resort to
hyperbole" he was the best teacher I ever had. He loved that line. I saw him last
around four years ago and I delighted in his company, as always. I was honored to
know him.

Margaret Barker - April 19, 2017 at 01:12 AM

“

Amy, sorry to hear of your father's passing. I last ran into him when I visited Marietta
during my 25th reunion. Always loved his sense of humor and intelligence.
I'd love to get in touch with you.

Margie Eesley - April 02, 2017 at 09:47 AM

“

Dear Judy, I was very sorry to hear of Bob's passing. Both my husband Jim and I
enjoyed seeing you two at ILR. Also, I used to sing the Messiah when Bob did as
well. I feel the hole that both of you have left in the Marietta community. My sincerest
condolences,
Clarice

Clarice Dunphy - March 26, 2017 at 12:23 PM

“

Dear Mrs. Hill,
I was saddened to learn of your husband's death. Please, accept the sincere
condolences of both my wife and myself. May your enduring memories of a lifetime
spent together lessen the pain of this loss. I, myself, highly respected Professor Hill
as a colleague and was always pleased to be on a committee with him. How I
enjoyed comments: presented with contemplative hesitance but in decidedly clear
and precise words, along with with his characteristic gentle smile. He was truly
unique, and I shall always cherish the memory of him.

Hans-Georg Gilde - March 18, 2017 at 03:38 PM

“

To Amy and family, may the memory of your father and loved one be a source of
pride and continued happiness.

Jeff Buchert - March 11, 2017 at 03:26 PM

“

Dr. Hill taught the very first class I took at Marietta College. He was always a kind
and friendly individual, and I looked forward to seeing and talking with him and his
lovely wife, Judy, on their walks around Marietta; and during the rehearsals and
performances of the college - community chorus, and at the First Presbyterian
Church.
He was kind, and generous with praise to my late mother, Virginia D, Stocks, when
they both served the M.C. Faculty Council. My thoughts and prayers are with Dr.
Hill's family at this sad and difficult time. He will be sorely missed.

Mary Lee Stocks - March 11, 2017 at 03:23 PM

“

To all of Dr. Hill's family: He was a memorable man who was scholarly and
concerned about his students and his beloved Marietta. I enjoyed a number of
chance conversations over the years after I was at Marietta College during his and
Judy's frequent walks about town. He will be missed fondly.

Stacy Evans - March 10, 2017 at 09:22 PM

“

Dr. Hill was my advisor, professor, and friend. Jan and I enjoyed a number of visits as
we passed through Marietta. Our conversations were stimulating; they were always a
learning experience for me. I have thought of him and Judy any times. Jan and I want
to express our best to Judy and the entire Hill Family. Dr. Hill was a light in my life
which will never be extinguished. Jan and Rex

Rexford Ennis - March 10, 2017 at 04:40 PM

“

To Dr. Hill's Family,
I arrived as a student at Marietta College the same year Dr. Hill arrived. He was my
professor in five different courses. I found him to be very kind and professional at all
times. After graduation I left Marietta only to come back eleven years later. I often
saw Dr. Hill walking tall from campus to his home in Harmar. Whenever I saw him, it
brought back memories of my time at Marietta College. I'm so thankful that he was
part of my life experience.

Roger Patterson - March 10, 2017 at 01:27 PM

“

To Dr. Hill's Family,
I arrived as a student at Marietta College the same year Dr. Hill arrived. He was my
professor in five different courses. I found him to be very kind and professional at all
times. After graduation I left Marietta only to come back eleven years later. I often
saw Dr. Hill walking tall from campus to his home in Harmar. Whenever I saw him, it
brought back memories of my time at Marietta College. I'm so thankful that he was
part of my life experience.

Roger Patterson - March 10, 2017 at 01:26 PM

“

Dear Mrs. Hill and family:
My prayers are with you. Dr. Hill was a friend as well as a Professor and Mentor. He
was the first professor I ever met at Marietta on my senior tour and a big reason why
I went to the College.
I am a better person and professional from studying under him and I will miss seeing
him on my visits back to campus.
Brian

Brian Rothenberg - March 10, 2017 at 11:44 AM

“

Bob was a gentleman and a scholar who shared his wit and attention to detail with all
through his delightful Marietta Reading Club minutes. To Judy, Amy, David, and
Sarah, we send our love and deepest condolences.
Jim and Mabry

Drs. Jim and Mabry O'Donnell - March 10, 2017 at 09:58 AM

“

Dear Judy and family,
So very sorry to learn of Bob's passing. I've thought about him a lot during the past
year, wondering what he'd have to say about the Supreme Court becoming such an
Apple of discord! He was truly a scholar and a gentleman.
Love and prayers,
Tom

Tom Brown - March 10, 2017 at 08:10 AM

